We summarize bird species records submitted to the Committee for Ecuadorian Records in Ornithology (CERO) from July 2013 to March 2014. CERO compiles Ecuador's official country checklist and updates it annually. We present four new country records (Amazonetta brasiliensis, Porzana albicollis, Haematopus ater, Chroicocephalus philadelphia), one new country record that antedates earlier records (Vireo flavifrons), first voucher documentation for four species (Larus californicus, Tangara guttata, Conirostrum bicolor, Cardellina pusilla), and 26 significant range extensions or records of rare and poorly known species (Oceanodroma leucorhoa, Oceanodroma hornbyi, Sula leucogaster, Two additional records were postponed for further expert revision (Thalassarche cauta) or for additional evidence (Neomorphus pucheranii) and three submitted records were rejected (Patagioenas oenops, Hydropsalis maculicaudus, Colaptes rupicola). This information updates our knowledge of the distribution and status of poorly known species in Ecuador, as well as the national bird checklist that currently reaches 1673 species (1608 confirmed with voucher documentation, 65 hypothetical). Keywords. Distribution, status, birds, Ecuador.
Introduction
In CERO's first annual report [1] we briefly summarized the history and recent growth in Ecuadorian ornithology. In recent years, ornithological activity in the country has grown substantially, with the addition of at least 17 species for the country over the last four years, two new subspecies, a multitude of range extensions and an increase in significant new data concerning species that had previously been regarded as vagrants [1, 2] . More and more reports are being received by CERO for revision and we would like to take the opportunity here to summarize a few important issues to take into account when finding a reportable bird species (see "Materials and Methods" below). The best way to document any observation of a rare or noteworthy bird is either with a photograph/video, an audio recording or a voucher specimen. Permits are required for collecting birds in Ecuador. When using a camera, it is important to get as many different photos from various angles and as close as possible. Flight pictures are often conclusive. Audio recordings are just as important, especially for cryptic but vocal species, e.g., ovenbirds, antbirds, antpittas, tapaculos and flycatchers. Observers who do not carry a camera or recording equipment should try to provide as accurate and precise field notes and sketches as possible, preferably taken in situ during or right after the observation. A thorough and accurate description sent to CERO can be as acceptable as a photograph/video, audio recording or voucher specimen. Important things to consider when filling out a report are the following: a) Your own personal observation is what counts. Don't copy field marks or descriptions from a field guide. Different individuals of the same species often vary to some extent, but a combination of basic observed field marks often reveals the identification of a species [3] . b) Important to look at and describe as many details and field characteristics as possible. A good way to become an avid birder is to learn the different anatomical and topographical parts of a bird. These are usually described in most field guides.
c) Behaviour, size, moult and vocalizations are just as important as plumage; describe these as accurately as possible. Direct comparison with other accompanying species is very helpful as is taking into account other similar species that 'your bird' could be confused with. Moulting feather tracts is very important for identifying migrants. If you are not carrying recording equipment, a simply written description of the vocalizations heard can be very useful. d) A picture says more than a 1000 words. A sketch or field drawing (e.g., black-and-white or in color) can be extremely helpful in determining the identity of a species. Even if you are not particularly artistic, a simple sketch that highlights the most important characters you observed can do the trick. A fairly recent method of keeping track of your bird observations and at the same time contributing to science is to report your observations to eBird (http://ebird.org). As more and more information accumulates in this database, possible patterns of distribution and migration might be revealed and this information can also be used for statistical research [4] .
In this second report, CERO presents submissions received from July 2013 through March 2014, with records dating back to July 2007. Forty-six out of 51 records were accepted (from 35 species), two records are pending further discussion and three were considered insufficient for acceptance (Table 1) . Further, we reviewed ten records of species to be removed from the Ecuador list (invalidate records), of which six were accepted.
Materials and Methods
CERO currently receives and reviews record forms of rare species, new country records, or significant range extensions. These records are voluntarily submitted by their authors through CERO's e-mail address (cero.ecuador@gmail.com) and webpage (http://ceroecuador.webs.com/), where the national country checklist and a list of 'most-wanted' species are also published. New country records since 2007 were evaluated and accepted by unanimous vote, while 
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first documentation, undocumented records of previous hypothetical species and major range extensions were accepted by majority vote. Taxonomy and species sequence follows August 2014 version of SACC [5] . Most sound-recordings were deposited by observers at the xeno-canto online archive (http://www.xenocanto.org/), for which a XC code is provided in the species accounts. Photographs are deposited at CERO digital archives, and most are published in this report. Some photographs are low-resolution files and/or poor images, but published herein due to their relevance as voucher documentation. Figures 1-3 below show photographic documentation for records arranged by categories (new country records, first documentation, rare species, and significant range extensions). Locality coordinates and elevation are provided in Table 2 Figure  3a) . So far there are only a few sight records from Ecuador, all from Galápagos, but at least two were apparently obtained en route between Guayaquil and Galápagos [6] . The species possibly remains overlooked [7] . Determining subspecies might prove essential, as more than one species could be involved [8, 9] .
Ringed Storm-petrel Oceanodroma hornbyi Record no. 2014-010: Province of Manabí, between Puerto López and La Plata Island (photo), 31 July 2007 (A. Woodall). A single individual was photographed when it landed next to the observer's boat en route to Isla de la Plata (Figure 3b ). There are very few documented records of this species off the coast of Ecuador [1] (Figure 3d ). There are still very few records of the species in Ecuador, all from the southwest [10, 11] .
Green Heron Butorides virescens Record no. 2013-061: Province of Galápagos, Santa Cruz Island, Black Turtle Cove (photo), 14 November 2012 (R. Ahlman). An adult was observed at close range at a coastal mangrove lagoon at the northern part of the island ( Figure  3e ). This is the second record for the Galápagos Islands (but the first published photograph); it was first reported from the highlands of Floreana on 28 March 1996 [12] . . It is the first record for eastern Ecuador [10] . Although the species is fairly common in the west [10] , the origin of the flock observed is most likely from eastern Colombia [13] . Two adult males, two immature males and two females were seen in a saltpan complex at Salinas, but was not relocated on 17 August. A single immature male together with Blue-winged Teals Anas discors were seen close to Atacames (Figure 3k ). One male and two females were seen in a shrimp pond east of Puerto Hualtaco, close to the Peruvian border. Finally, a group of five pairs were seen and photographed in a shrimp pond west of Santa Rosa, which is the largest number recorded so far in Ecuador. First records for Esmeraldas and Santa Elena provinces. The subspecific affinity is still not clear but birds seen during austral winter in southwest coastal Ecuador might belong to A. c. orinomus, which is common in western Peru [14] . The record from Esmeraldas could pertain to the northern migrant A. c. septentrionalium given the date and that it consorted with A. discors. There is also a recent published record of three birds shot in Manabí province [15] . It seems likely that A. cyanoptera is becoming a regular austral migrant in small numbers to the southwest coast. It remains unclear, though, if it was overlooked here before or if it has in fact increased in number.
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Scarlet Ibis Eudocimus
Brazilian Teal Amazonetta brasiliensis
Record no 2014-006: Province of Sucumbíos, north of Lago Agrio (photo), 5 March 2014 (R. Ahlman). First record for Ecuador. A male (possibly an immature given the somewhat dusky bill) was seen and photographed at "Lago de Tilapia", a large expanse of fishponds 15 km N of Lago Agrio (Figure 1a) . The observer suspects that this bird was a migrant or wandering individual that had been pushed down by heavy rain during the night/early morning. It was searched for in the afternoon when the rain had stopped but not relocated. It is likely that it originated from the llanos of Colombia, possibly straying to new areas after deforestation in the Amazon, similar to other species [ [1, 10] , but CERO will continue to receive reports of this species to further document its occurrence in the country.
Ash-throated Crake Porzana albicollis
Record no 2014-018: Province of Sucumbíos, Sacha Lodge (photo, recording), 17 January 2014 (R. Vickers*, M. Lysinger, J. Nilsson). First record for Ecuador. Several territorial pairs of what apparently is a breeding resident population were found at Laguna Lagartococha, Sacha Lodge on 17 January 2014 (Figure 1b) . Lagartococha is an old oxbow lake overgrown with grass, scattered trees and bushes, where the lodge keeps a small canal open for canoeing. As there are a few pairs here, it seems likely that it will be found elsewhere in marshy habitat in northern Amazonian Ecuador.
Blackish Oystercatcher Haematopus ater
Record no 2013-057: Province of Santa Elena, Chanduy (photo), 20 June 2013 (G. E. Wallace*, H. Freifeld*, R. Ahlman). First record for Ecuador. A juvenile was discovered at Chanduy village and remained until at least 9 August 2014 (R. Ahlman). It was seen and photographed by several observers (Figure 1c) . During low tide it fed on exposed rocks just off the fishing port while during high tide it rested on sandy beaches. This record could involve a post-breeding dispersal of a juvenile that fledged in northern Peru [14] , or possibly an overshooting austral migrant. During its stay at Chanduy the bird moulted from juvenile to adult plumage.
Wilson's Snipe Gallinago delicata
Record no 2014-004: Province of Imbabura, Lago San Pablo (photo), 23 January 2014 (R. Ahlman). A flock of three was found at a water treatment plant on the west side of the lake. The birds were photographed and heard calling (Figure 3m ). This represents the fifth record for Ecuador but only the second documented. Two birds were found here during the boreal winter of 2013 [1] . See Freile et al. [1] for a detailed discussion of previous observations.
Marbled Godwit Limosa fedoa
Record no 2014-040: Province of Manabí, Bahía de Caráquez, 1 January 2014 (J. Nilsson). Twenty-one individuals were seen in the Chone river estuary near the new bridge between Bahía de Cará-quez and San Vicente. This is a known wintering site since it was first discovered in 2007 [1] . CERO no longer requires written reports from this area. However, as only a handful of records exist from Ecuador [1, 10] , new localities will provide a more thorough understanding of the species' migration in Ecuador. A juvenile was seen and photographed in a lush area with trees and bushes in northern Quito (2750 m elevation). This is the third record for the Ecuadorian highlands, the first and second records coming from the same locality [1] . It is known at up to 2600 m on the 
Ring-billed Gull
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Bogotá Savanna in Colombia [17] and it is recorded as far south as N Peru [14] . One individual was seen and heard in the canopy of tall old growth, c. (Figure 3q ). There is only one earlier documented record from the west slope [1] . Considering that four individuals were seen within three weeks in the same general area (extreme northwest Ecuador) we suggest that the species might be more regular here during boreal winter than previously thought. (Figure 3s ). This represents the first record for the Ecuadorian Interandean valleys [10] . Elsewhere the species is known to range up to 3100 m [14, 17] . It remains to be determined where these birds come from. The main population in Ecuador ranges mainly from 1000-2000 m in the east Andean slopes, but there is at least one record of a breeding pair in the extreme northwest (J. Nilsson, unpubl. data) [18] , and it is known from Nariño in southwest Colombia [13] .
Snowy-throated Kingbird
Chestnut-bellied Cotinga Doliornis remseni
Record no. 2014-036: Province of Carchi, Cerro Mongus (photo), 22 January 2014 (M. Cabrera, J. Nilsson, I. Ellis, G. Ellis). At least three individuals, presumably an adult male, an adult female and an immature were observed in dense elfin forest just below treeline. The male was spreading its crest while vocalizing. Although there are several earlier records from this type locality [19] , we report the first ever recording of its vocalizations (xeno-canto XC 165648, 165650), which is almost identical to Bay-vented Cotinga Doliornis sclateri (see xeno-canto XC 41676). The presence of a young bird represents a hint towards the basically unknown breeding biology of the genus Doliornis [20] . A photographic record was recently published from a new locality in Ecuador for the species (Quebrada Río Plata, Llanganates National Park) [21] . A single observation from Playa de Oro was posted on eBirds, but no details were provided. A photo from the same site was later submitted by N. Athanas, which corroborates the identification. In Pichincha, one immature male was observed and photographed in secondary forest edge at the entrance to Río Silanche Bird Sanctuary (Figure 3t ). It was loosely associated with a mixed species flock, occasionally uttering a tjek call reminiscent of Backpoll Warbler Setophaga striata. [18] . The taxonomy of this population, which is separated by more than 650 km from the nearest population in Colombia (T. guttata tolimae) [24] , remains unclear. It may well represent an isolated population of T. g. tolimae or a new taxon [18] . Specimens are needed to confirm its identity. 
Yellow-throated Vireo
Invalidated records
Some species have been erroneously assigned to the Ecuadorian avifauna by different authors over the years [10, 26] . Here, we review some species that merit elimination from the country bird list owing to: 1) misidentification; 2) erroneous location of collecting/recording sites; 3) taxonomic changes or distribution revisions. Further revisions of species not actually occurring in Ecuador, but reported in literature will continue to be published in forthcoming CERO reports.
Violaceous Quail-Dove Geotrygon violacea Record no. 2014-x02: Province of Sucumbíos, Cuyabeno (audio-recording), 2-10 August 1992. Three birds were reported, one of them seen and taperecorded inside terra firme forest near the edge of a lagoon [10] . Tape recordings where later reviewed by N. Krabbe who reidentified them as Grey-fronted Dove Leptotilla rufaxilla. Later on, the observer himself told N. Krabbe that he believed that his records involved misidentified L. rufaxilla.
Crimson Topaz Topaza pella
Record no. 2014-x010: Province of Sucumbíos, mouth of Suno River (specimen), 1899.
Oberholser [27] reported three specimens collected at the mouth of Rio Suno, which are the type specimens of the subspecies Topaza pella pampreta. However, Hu et al. [28] concluded that this taxon is not valid, being a synonym of T. pella smaradgula from the Guianan shield, more than 1,500 km away from Amazonian Ecuador, and suggested that mislabelling would explain Ecuadorian records. Ridgely & Greenfield [10] already suggested eliminating this species from the country list. [14] and Fitzpatrick et al. [34] , as follows: 1) crown is more blackish rather than sooty in MECN 7225 and 3833; 2) blackish is restricted to crown in MECN 7225 and 3833, whereas sooty area descends to, or even below, ocular line in proper P. validus; 3) dorsal parts of proper P. validus are rustier than in MECN 7225 and 3833 ( Figure 4) . Also, moulting pattern of immature P. validus apparently differs from that shown by these specimens. There are several recent records of P. homochrous from the Andean highlands, even from the central valleys above 2700 m elevation, suggesting that this species moves seasonally along this altitudinal gradient.
Chestnut Munia Lonchura atricapilla
Record no. 2014-x04: Provinces of Guayas, Los Ríos and Santo Domingo de los Tsáchilas, several localities, several dates between 1998-2012. Carrión et al. [25] reported a number of observations dating back to 1998 from nearly 30 localities between Manglares-Churute region northwards through Santo Domingo area. These observations were first assigned to Lonchura atricapilla jagori but a later revision of photographs (including record no. 2014-34 presented herein) by R. Restall [35] confirmed that all pertain to cinnamon-bellied and cinnamon-flanked variants of Tricolored Munia L. malacca. According to R. Restall, there are no confirmed records of L. atricapilla from South America, with only a handful of reports from some Caribbean islands.
Rejected records
Three records were rejected (Table 1) due to insufficient information for accurately assessing them. Rejected records include one species that lacks documentation in the country (Patagioenas oenops), one species recorded only once (Hydropsalis maculicaudus), and a significant range extension (Colaptes rupicola). Two additional records were postponed for further expert revision (Thalassarche cauta) or for additional evidence (Neomorphus pucheranii).
